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1. Satellite illumination — Experiment purposes

Grasse station ILRS7845 - Sciences

Satellite Laser Ranging
(GNSS, Geodesy Satellites, Debris ...)

Lunar Laser Ranging
(Moon Reflectors + LRO)

Time Transfer by Laser Link
(T2L2, Chomptt, LRO, Hayabusa...)

O
Crossborder

(SOTA, OPALS, OSIRIS, NorSatTD...)
QuantumCom demonstration

“SM  w=t Operational links W

Satellite — OGS LaserCom o il

Grasse — France SLR & LLR stationw RENATER [

Altitude = 1273 m,

Imaging / Astrometry
(Adaptive Optics, Intensity Interferometry)

T/F transfer by Fiber network
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1. Satellite illumination — Experiment purposes 4

1 SLR Trends : High rate (up to 100 kHz — MHz), Two color technique
==)> Smaller detector (25 — 80 um APD or 50 um SNSPD...)

J Grasse station — 1.5m F20 Telescope
- Limited Field of View (FoV ~ 5 — 15 arcsec) on small-size detector

E> Needs: good pointing and fine-tracking of the telescope during satellite pass.

=>» Discontinuities in the ranging data...

when satellite is not visible... = Errors in timing detection...
- Difficulties to find the satellite e i
=» Difficult to activate

= Large error pointing ‘autonomous operation’

 Solution:
illuminate the satellite (by high-power laser) and using fine-tracking (TipTilt mirror)
in order to maintain the returning signal from satellite in the center of detector.

GEOAZUR LABORATORY @Y
OBSERVATOIRE DE LA COTE D’AZUR AZUr



2. Architecture of experiment — Fine-Tracking

5

Coarse-tracking (1.5m telescope controller) and Fine-tracking (TipTilt mirror + Camera)

— Beam- B -
>l Z’;Jgf\ f=| e | Distri- | Distri-
/ bution bution
o — | | ¥
M2 IR-Fi
M3 — Tracll(ri‘:g
M1 CPA — Camera
\Q € Control
| |
Rx- IR-WFoV
- O»—P Tracking
Tipit Mirror + Camera optic Camera
- Auto-tracking
R Fine-tracking discharges its correction
[ . .
/ 6 by Coarse-tracking when the corrections
{1 approach the TipTilt saturation limit.
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2. Architecture of experiment — Fine-Tracking

Coarse-tracking (1.5m telescope controller) and Fine-tracking (TipTiIt mirror + Camera)
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Debris — Cosmos2218RB
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3:24:30

80 'I Position X [um] Position Y [um] CenterX [arcsec] CenterY [arcsec] I:
60 [N le e o dad0™ |
. y 1 b ¥ S »I L [ | | !
r"‘ - L K H
I . 3 ! \ . ~| ! LRAN i AL i
40 ’ | e i 1% 'z‘ | :
i ;

20 1T Saturatlon > discharged by Coarse tracklng

5 ! I R

0 H ki 2 l H

-—
T

L
—_—
T Y vaks

'
N

Spot position [arcsec]
o

'[ : i * b R o ik ALl I g H
| | | | | . 1 | |
3:17:30 3:18:30 3:19:30 3:20:30 3:21:30 3:22:30 3:23:30 3:24:30
CM2218-03H15
GEOAZUR LABORATORY »

OBSERVATOIRE DE LA COTE D’AZUR

3:17:30 3:18:30 3:19:30 3:20:30 3:21:30

jf'Spolt position |s stébilized-wiihiRMS =:0.5 -arlc:se'c

3:23:30

3:22:30

3:24:30

6

— Histogram =
2500
2000 94.3% |
[-1,1]
1500 1
98.2%
[-2, 2]
arcsec

[arcsec]

G
AZUr



2. Architecture of experiment — Fine-Tracking

When satellite is not illuminated (by the SUN), we use a high-power (30W), continuous laser 1064 nm

Lageos2 — Laser OFF Lageos2 — Laser ON Full DiVergence =100-200 prad
, High power cw laser (30W) ‘ , High-speed IR Camera
d 195 mm telescope O FirstLight C-RED 2

Resolution: 640%512 pixel?
Pixel size: 15 um
Quantization: 14 bits
Frame rate: 400 Hz

Noise: 30e- at 400 fps

TipTilt Mirror - Motorized

d Pl S-330.8SL + E.505/E.509
o Dynamic Range: 10 mrad
- 50 arcsec Correction
o Jitter: <0.2 yrad, 1.5 kHz
o Mirror Diameter: 25 mm

o Aperture: 195 mm, F/9
o Material: Carbon

o Lens: Apochromatic

o Limited Diffraction

d 1064 nm laser ML30-CW
o Power:3-30W
o Output: Monomode fiber
o FWHM: <3 nm
o Beam quality: M? < 1.1

QIO O B O [O

O Tuning
o Optical Power (Software)
o Divergence (20 — 200 prad)
o Orientation (manual)

B\ 2
Test bench (Detectors...)j
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2. Architecture of experiment — Link budget 8
Gt QUOka
ATTR? 4mR?

A
Link budget -- high-power (30 W), continuous laser 1064 nm  n,.15=14. (P, E)' Ne. A..n,. . T2.T?

N N B

30 W I s L Number of photons/s for 30 W uplink laser - 1064 nm . Spot size in the tracking cam:
Div =20 arcsec ~ 100 prad ] 5x5 pixels (0.32”/pixel)

-
(@]
NSNS

Nq 0.75 ] : .
107 Camera noise of 30e-/pixel,
Nt 0.86 § § ] we need at least 100 pe/pixel
G, 1/rad®> & 105' ] in order to achieve a good
o m? I% —Stella — Ajisai =Lageos = Glonass —Etalon | ] spot movement measurement
’ o | ' for auto tracking process.
0 0.80 T 4451 |
©° f ] Lageos: 60 deg Elevation
k, 050 2 ¢t :
& L
km I - 3

R
A, 1.68 m* / ] At 10 Hz, we expect to have:
0.52 3 / ] 400 pe/pixel - good SNR

' 107 | | | | | | 1 5 - activate fine-tracking
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Lageos2 — raw

Lageos2 - filtered

Laser 1064 nm - ON

=)

Lageos2

~400pe/pixel >

Image Filtering
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3. Filter & centroid detection — SNR optimization 9

Image Filter — SNR optimization on centroid detection — Lageos (limited link budget)

> hot & dead pixels > Diffusion...(size and position change following telescope elevation)
> offset noise

UTC = 00:50:23 | | Elv = 32.7 deg UTC = 00:55:51 | | Elv = 46.8 deg UTC =01:0200 | | E =65.1deg Lageos2 - 22:31:00 - 2022/03/24

e o o

33 deg mm) 47 deg =) 65 deg
UTC = 01:13:23 | [EN =75.0 deg UTC=010847 | | Elv = 85.0deg UTC = 01:0507 | [ENv =75.0deg

Lageos2 -22:31:00 - 2022/03/24
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hot & dead pixels ...
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2000 - =

1500 SEE 85 deg ¢l /5 deg
||
o [l5C = 01:16:41 | | Elv = 64.4 deg UTC =01:21:25 | | ENv = 50.0 deg UTC =01:27:04 | | Elv =34.8 deg]

5000 .

500

I:> Spot detection???

) 50 deg ) 35 deg
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3. Filter & centroid detection — for Lageos fine tracking 10

Image Filter — SNR optimization on centroid detection
» Cooling (noise N) + Dark suppression (offset + uniformity \),

» + Correction map FirstLight CRED-2 Camera (hot & dead pixels 0.28% correction) --- Camera Build-in Tools

User map

Black pixels

White pixels

#* Bad pixel (default map)
% Defective pixels

» Median filter (filter hot pixels), on 3x3 or 5x5 pixels

‘ Image n°169: Img Median Filter
10 o 1 0 o
I I N | 2000 2000
1| 91 z§~0001.11291—b 1| 1] 2 ‘ ‘
e — 1000 1000
0 1 1 | 0 1 1
100 00 e 100
> Box blur or low-pass filter (Diffusion Suppression) 0 0 0 0 U

Al m to reca Icu Iate the PSEUdO Da rk Median Filter + Pseudo Dark 1 removal Median Filter + Pseudo Dark 1 removal + Pseudo Dark 2 removal
Kernel size = 7x7 (larger than spot size)

200
200

100 100

After suppression of Pseudo Dark E>

Raw —>, Pseudo-Dark = Corrected 5

100 100
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4. Preliminary results — Lageos fine tracking 11

Laser ON Laser ON - filtered

Laser OFF

After optimize the spot detection by using some filters,
we can activate the fine-tracking on Lageos illuminated
by the high power laser.

¢

Lageos2 Fine-tracking activated

Lageos2

TipTilt correction -y
p t co ECt o . Centroid hlStOgram \@0\_ ' * Position X [um] - Position Y [um] CenterX [arcsec] - CenterY [arcsec] |
~21 arcsec on X — axis Cloudy Test Test . . Test )
~18 arcsec on Y — axis ol R E sk '
e
Telescope lJitter wadl it
Telescope error pointing 20

Prediction error
Aberration velocity

15 arcsec
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— SAT Elevation [deg]
Fine-tracking -

With Image Filter + optimization on centroid detection 70

() activated
Auto- Fine tracking on Lageos can be activated =60
from elv > 39 deg under strong turbulence condition % 50
(seeing > 2 arcsec) 5
40
Spot motion RMS = 0.6 arcsec (spot size ~2 arcsec FWHM) Fine tracking activated from 39 deg — 75 deg Elevation
during 20 minutes (~ 50 % of Lageos tracking time) 217 219 221 223 225 227 229 231 233 235 237 239 241 243 245 247
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