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Minutes of the “ILRS Study Group on Datum Sites” Meeting 

 

General Information 

Date:  Tuesday, 25 August 2026 at 15:00 CEST 
Location / Online:  Online via MS Teams 
Chair:  Linda Geisser 
Minutes taken by:  Linda Geisser 
Participants: (AB) Antonio Basoni  (CC) Claudia Carabajal 
 (ML)  Michael Croteau  (JE) Johann Eckl 
 (LG) Linda Geisser (VH)  Van Husson 
 (MK) Magdalena Kuzmicz-Cieslak (FL) Frank Lemoine
 (JR)  José Rodriguez (DS) David Sarrocco  
 (AS) Andreja Susnik (MW) Matthew Wilkinson 
 
 

Agenda 

1. New participants 
2. Possible ILRS webpage 
3. View of SLR station operators 
4. Next milestones 

 

Discussion 

1. New participants/members 
 No new joinings. 

 
2. Possible ILRS webpage 
 CC presented slides showing what a potential website could look like and what information is required. 

FL has to approve the content before the website can be created. The website will be located under 
“Science” on the current ILRS-webpage. The following content is needed for the webpage: Definition of 
the WG, objectives of the WG, members, mailing list information, related information (documents, 
which so far are located on google Drive). The webpage will be designed in the same structure as for 
the “Large Study group”. All the additional documents should ideally be provided in pdf-file format. (see 
04e_ILRSwebpageDatumSitesSG_FL&CC on GoogleDrive in 00_Meetings) 

 Mail exchange after meeting between CC and LG: To meet the ILRS TofR, we should speak about a “Study 
Group” instead of a “Working Group”. 

 
3. View of SLR station operators 
 JE presented the current situation at the Wetzell observatory (see 04c_ViewOfCoreStationWetzell_JE on 

GoogleDrive in 00_Meetings) 
 AS presented the current situation at Herstmonceux observatory (see 04d_ViewOfCoreStationHx_AS on 

GoogleDrive in 00_Meetings) 
 Discussions and remarks after the presentations: 

o CC pointed out that LG can still try to get some information about the operation 
situation/concept of the NASA stations (but we will not get any information about the 
funding). 

o JR informed about the situation at the Yebes station. The staffing is quite limited, but after 
increasing the number of observers and technicians, operations started to run more smoothly. 
It is possible to access the SLR system remotely, but it is not fully automated. 
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o FL thinks that the approach of the satellite priority list must be redefined. So far, the priorities 
are aligned with the altitude of the satellite, meaning that LAGEOS is for example at position 
29. However, this doesn’t mean that LAGEOS has a low priority, since it is a really important 
geodetic target. One should maybe better emphasize how to handle the satellite priority list. 

o FL also asked the team at Herstmonceux, how (or when) they decide to move to the next 
target, when they are observing LAGEOS. Meaning how many NPs they try to get until they 
switch to the next satellite. AS and MW were not entirely sure if there is an exact value of NPs 
after they change.  

o FL shared two figures (generated on https://geodesy.jcet.umbc.edu/ webpage) showing 
station coordinate time series of Wetzell and Herstmonceux SLR stations. Due to their regular 
SLR observations and good quality, one can even see loading effects in the time series. Hence, 
this would maybe also be a measure for a datum station. 

o JR asked why we also have a look on the SLR station-level, since the datum station definition 
is mainly based on SLR data analysis. JR also mentioned that the talks of JE and AS were 
interesting and that it would perfectly fit into the scope of the GGOS activities (see 
https://zenodo.org/records/21532615). LG claimed that it was for sure an excursion, but still 
important to understand what effort it is to run a SLR datum station. 

 
4. Next milestones 

LG: To gain more visibility in the ILRS community by presenting our WG activities at the next ILRS workshop. 
See action items. 

 
 

Action Items 

 LG: Write a small document with the content for the ILRS webpage. Circulating this among the WG 
members. 

 LG: Set up a poll for the next meeting (for last September week, 2026). 
 LG: Prepare abstracts for presenting the WG activities at the next ILRS workshop. 
 All: Ask others if they are interested in joining the WG. 
 All: Think about possible contribution from your side to assess the parameters defining core sites. 

 
 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting is planned for last September week, 2026, with the exact date and time to be determined via 
a poll.  
 
 

Additional Material 

 PowerPoint-Presentation from LG (04a_Presentation_LG_25082026) 
 PowerPoint-Presentations of Wetzell and Herstmonceux (04c_ViewOfCoreStationWetzell_JE, 

04d_ViewOfCoreStationHx_AS, located in 00_Meetings) 
 PowerPoint-Presentation from CC and FL about a possible ILRS webpage for the WG 

(04e_ILRSwebpageDatumSitesSG_FL&CC located in 00_Meetings) 
 

 


