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1) Election of a working group (WG) chair

2) Goals of the WG

3) Review of the current ILRS core site list and its definition criteria

4) Ways to redefine these criteria

5) Next steps

Agenda
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⮚ Current feedback / list of participants

▪ Mathis Bloßfeld (DGFI-TUM, Germany)

▪ Linda Geisser (AIUB, Switzerland)

▪ Johann Eckl (BKG, Germany)

▪ Matthew Wilkinson (NERC, UK)

▪ David Sarrocco (ASI/e-GEOS, Italy)

▪ Van Husson (Peraton, USA)

▪ Frank G. Lemoine (NASA GSFC, USA)

▪ Alexandre Belli (SSAI, USA)

▪ Magda Kuzmicz-Cieslak (UMBC, USA)

▪ … any other ideas?

⮚ Chair responsibilities:

▪ Coordinate work within task force, organize frequent meetings (if necessary), provide short feedback at ILRS ASC 
meeting

Election of a WG chair
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⮚ WG should provide answers to the following questions

▪ What is currently existing?

▪ Do we need an update?

▪ How can we redefine such a list, i.e., which criteria should be applied to identify core sites?

▪ Publish new list of ILRS core sites together with a checklist (based on previously defined criteria) which is used for a 
frequent (every year?) review…

Goals of the WG
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⮚ Core site (current “definition”)

▪ A core site is a long-term “stable” station which is used to assess/quantify the ILRS operational products. Thereby, the 
individual ILRS AC contributions to the operational combination are transformed to the combined solution (Helmert 
transformation). For this transformation, a subset of stations is used to minimize the impact of outliers/bad station 
coordinates on globally estimated datum parameters such as origin and scale. 

▪ Not to confuse with a GGOS core site (multi-technique site)

Review of the current ILRS core site list and its definition criteria
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⮚ The current list of ILRS core sites (26 stations) should be updated to 
account for major updates of some stations, etc. The existing list was 
slightly modified in 2023 last (cf. right plot).

⮚ Criteria to compile the list: unknown

Review of the current ILRS core site list and its definition criteria
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⮚ Categories?

▪ Site log completeness/quality?

▪ Observation quality/quantity? (WRMS, …)

▪ Observation history/continuity?

▪ Stability and consistency (between different satellites) of RBs?/TBs?

▪ Global distribution? 

▪ Discontinuities?

⮚ How to get the information?

▪ automated monitoring of the current ILRS tracking network quality (performance/quantity, quality, etc.). What is already 
available (e.g., ILRS station pass performance criteria)?

▪ screen the combined weekly v280/v320 data to identify core stations

⮚ Afterwards, compile guidelines and a recommendation to GB (core site list + description how they had been identified)

⮚ Include information in new section in ILRS DHF

Ways to redefine these criteria… / Which criteria?
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⮚ Provide short overview at next ILRS ASC meeting (during EGA GA in Vienna)

⮚ …

⮚ Produce a recommendation until next ILRS workshop? Presentation/poster?

⮚ Publication?

Next steps?


