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2. Working Group Meetings

In the year 2000 the following two working group meetings were held:

· On April 26 in Nice, France during the XXV General Assembly of  the European Geophysical Society

· On November 13 in Matera, Italy during the 12th International Workshop on Laser Ranging

The minutes of the working group meetings can be found on the ILRS web site at http://ilrs.gsfc.nasa.gov/networks_activities.html.

3. Activities

In the summer months most of the ILRS laser stations submitted the new station logs to the Central Bureau. Members of the Central Bureau and of the working group started to review the log files for consistency and completeness.

Procedures for Normal Point Data Submissions, taking into account possible backup procedures in case of severe communication problems with the data centers, have been discussed and partially tested during a planned outage of EDC.

The web-based satellite link budget calculations were updated by Stefan Riepl to include all satellites currently in the ILRS tracking list.

A new mail exploder for urgent mails to ILRS station operators has been proposed to the Central Bureau and established at CDDIS.

The requirements for a new prediction exploder have been discussed and proposed to the Central Bureau. The mail exploder should allow for an easier backup, it will remove the necessity for all prediction providers to maintain their own distribution list and it will help the stations to process the predictions automatically.

A small study group was formed to draft criteria for continued station participation and for the acceptance of new stations.

An on-line bibliography with engineering and analysis/scientific references has been established on the web-site by the Central Bureau. Members of the NW&E Working Group will support the Central Bureau to generate a “key word” dictionary for review by all Working Groups.

